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From the President
Greetings, archeologists!
In April, the Chapter turned out once again to join forces with DHR in support of Earth Day 2017, at Fort
A. P. Hill. This is always a great event...an opportunity to tell the story of Virginia archeology to youngsters.
The kids are interested, motivated, and curious. They all wanted to use the atlatl! Chapter member Ken Tuley
provided a story and pictures to commemorate the event (see page 2). Thanks to the crew who turned out to
represent the ASV and DHR. And a special thanks to Bernard Means for providing us with some 3D-printed
replica artifacts that the kids could handle. Who knows? Maybe one day, a world famous archeologist will say,
“I first became interested in archeology when I visited the DHR-ASV table at Earth Day.”
Our Chapter members are getting into the field. That means lots of interesting and useful work for us, as
archeologists. It also means that we should spend a little time reflecting on safety. See page 3 for a discussion
of two particular safety concerns that our editor thought warrant our attention. Remember, “It’s all fun and
games until….”
Finally, a word on membership renewals. We’ve been publishing the forms for ASV and Chapter membership renewal in the Plowzone, and you’ll find them again this month. If you haven’t already done so, please
take a few moments to submit your renewals.
- Len Blasiol
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COL Howard MacCord Chapter Supports Earth Day, 2017
by Ken Tuley
Ten members of the COL Howard MacCord Chapter provided archaeology outreach to Caroline County middle school
students and their teachers on Thursday, April 27 at the Fort A.P. Hill Earth Day Festival. The ASV members were
helping with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources booth at the festival. Over 1400 students attended the festival and over 500 students visited the DHR booth. The hottest items at the booth were hands on, including a soapstone block, 3-D artifact replications from Bernard Means of VCU, a metate and mano complete with corn for grinding, twisting fibers into cordage, and an atlatl and darts without points.

There were plenty of artifacts to show

Lynn Taylor, Dee DeRoche, Joe Corley, Andrew Foster,
Len Blasiol, Ken Tuley, Kirby Smith
The atlatls got a lot of attention...the
kids kept asking to use them

Kirby and Andrew taught everybody how to make cordage

Ken showed the kids the soapstone bowl

Gail kept the tally of the visitors
Bernard Means provided some 3D-printed
replica artifacts that everybody could handle
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Staying Safe for Field Season
By Len Blasiol
It’s time to hit the field. Projects and field schools are
ramping up, with plenty of opportunities available for
survey and excavation work. As we sharpen our trowels
and organize our gear, we should likewise take measures
to ensure that our season is as safe as possible.
While there are many, many things to take into consideration with regard to field safety, this article will focus on two. First, there is some news to report on ticks.
On May 2, 2017, our local NBC affiliate in Richmond
(Channel 12) reported on an increase in a lesser-known,
but very dangerous, tick-borne illness. The disease is
called Powassan virus. It has been known since the
1950s, but did not previously present a health threat because it was borne by a species of tick that did not bite
humans. Now, however, the Centers for Disease Control
has confirmed that Powassan virus has been identified in
our old friend, Ixodes scapularis...the deer tick.

The Powassan virus can be transmitted within about
15 minutes of a tick biting the skin, as opposed to other
diseases, like Lyme, which can take considerably longer
to transmit. Symptoms include headache, muscle weakness, confusion and seizures about a week or more after
the bite. Infection can ultimately cause meningitis or encephalitis.
The incidence of Powassan virus infection has been
very low, to date. But, with the finding that the disease is
now carried by the deer tick, there is an increased probability of infection.
Prevention, of course, is accomplished through the
same means that are familiar to us all. First, there is preparation. Remember to use good insect repellant, applied
in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. The
CDC recommends use of products with at least 20%
DEET content to repel ticks.
Second, there is vigilance. When you return from a
day in the field, shower as soon as possible. Check your
body thoroughly and remove any attached ticks (see
CDC guidance on tick removel here:
https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/removing_a_tick.html). The
CDC recommends washing your field clothes in HOT
water and tumble drying them on HIGH heat for at least
10 minutes.
If you find that you’ve been bitten, watch for symptoms of illness. If any appear, see your doctor.
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The second general safety consideration I’d like to
highlight is protection from the effects of the sun. This
hit home for me recently, when, a month before Field
School, I had surgery to remove a squamous cell carcinoma. The tumor was inside my ear, near the ear canal...an
area where I have probably not been very careful about
applying sunscreen. Of course, it might just be a coincidence. I lived for many years in the tropics and didn’t
always take adequate precautions. The sun could’ve hit
me anywhere. Or, the fact that the cancer missed all of
the places where I did use sunscreen might be a demonstration of the actual effectiveness of sunscreen, when
applied thoroughly and properly. That is to say, the spot I
typically missed became a target for dangerous exposure
to the sun’s harmful effects.
I’ve had five of these surgeries now, in the past six
years...and I had another suspicious spot biopsied today.
Needless to say, I’m now a big believer in sunscreen,
long sleeves, and wide-brimmed hats. Here’s what the
CDC has to say on the subject:
Pack sun protection and bring:
•

Clothing to protect your skin, such as long-sleeved
shirts and pants.

•

A hat with a wide brim to shade the face, head, ears,
and neck.

•

Sunglasses that block both UVA and UVB rays.

•

Broad-spectrum sunscreen with SPF 15 or higher.
Remember that sunscreen is most effective when
used in combination with other methods.

Protect yourself from the sun:
•

Wear sun protective gear such as sunglasses, hats,
and protective clothing.

•

Seek shade, especially during midday hours (10 am
to 4 pm). Try using an umbrella, cabana, or a tree for
shade.

•

Apply broad-spectrum sunscreen with SPF 15 or
higher at least 15 minutes before sun exposure.

•

Reapply sunscreen at least every 2 hours and after
swimming, sweating, or toweling off.

•

If using insect repellent, apply sunscreen first, let it
dry, and apply insect repellent on top of it.

•

Avoid tanning beds or sunbathing. Remember
tanned skin is damaged skin. Trying to get a "base
tan" is still damaging to your skin and does not provide enough protection against burning.

The good news is that we seem to do a pretty good
job of protecting ourselves in the field. Most folks wear a
hat, we remind one another to apply sunscreen, and we
generally—but not always—have pop-up awnings available. The latter isn’t always something that is provided
by the project sponsors, but many folks are bringing their
own.
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2017 CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP FORM
The COL Howard MacCord Chapter of the Archeological Society of Virginia,
holds monthly meetings in Richmond, Virginia usually with a speaker who discusses
recent archeological findings or related topics. Chapter members are invited to participate in ASV sanctioned surveys and excavations.
Active Member dues are $20.00; Senior (65 and older) Member dues are $12.00.
Another adult in the household of an Active or Senior member may become a member
for an additional dollar. Full-time Student Member dues are $10.00. All dues are
payable at the beginning of the calendar year.
Chapter members MUST also be members of the Archeological Society of Virginia.

2017 Chapter Dues ___________ Active
Family Member(s) ____________
TOTAL:

Senior

Student

$___________

Name: ________________________________________
Phone: _____________
E-mail: ________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
City: _______________________________State: ______ Zip: ________

Make checks payable to CHMC-ASV and remit, along with this application, to
Treasurer
Lynn Taylor
9603 Meredith Woods Ct.
Glen Allen, VA 23060
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Monthly Programs

May
On May 25th, Chapter member Bill Bjork will report to us on
his trip to Tikal. Come out to learn about an incredible
UNESCO World Heritage Site from one of our own worldtravelers.

June
On June 15th, Dr. Carole Nash will provide our program with her presentation on “The Archeology of Sound.” Your
editor saw this presentation at the Annual Meeting and was so impressed, he has been relentlessly seeking an opportunity to bring Dr. Nash to our Chapter to share it. She has agreed,and we’re “on” for June!

July...August...September
We’re still looking for programs to flesh out our card for the rest f the summer. If you have ideas, sing out!

If you have an idea or proposal for a monthly program or other activity, please be prepared
to discuss it at the next chapter meeting, or contact Chapter President Len Blasiol.
Join ASV on Facebook
The ASV Facebook page posts a wide
variety of archeology-related general
interest items. There are stories from all
over the world. “Like” and “Follow” the
page to get a regular “feed” of these
educational stories.

The DHR-COVA-ASV Certification
Facebook page posts alerts of projects
and activities that can be used for certification credit. “Like” and “Follow” the
page to receive alerts regarding these
opportunities.
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