March 2018
Newsletter of the COL Howard MacCord Chapter
of the Archeological Society of Virginia
From the President
Greetings,
When Len Blasiol first suggested I would be a good replacement for him as Chapter President, my greatest apprehension was continuing the chapter’s active and varied program. I was not comfortable with the thought of finding speakers or unique activities. Fortunately, the chapter has great depth and many contacts, and we have started with a good
program.
We enjoyed seeing Taft Kiser in February, and hearing his presentation on 17th-Century colonial tobacco pipes. Lyle
Browning will speak with us in March on the Falling Creek Ironworks in Chesterfield. For June we have scheduled Dr.
Chris Stevenson of VCU, who will speak about Easter Island Caves. I am very excited that we have had so much success in arranging for local archaeologists to come and speak with us.
The CHMC Chapter Board decided to continue our mix of presentations and field trips for April and May. For April,
we will forego the Thursday night meeting for two activities; an April 14 field trip to the Falling Creek Ironworks, and
support to VDHR at their April 26 booth at the Fort A.P. Hill Earth Day 2018. For May, the Kittiewan Field School
overlaps our Thursday meeting, so we have chosen to forgo the Thursday meeting and have a Chapter get together on
Saturday during the Kittiewan Field School. We hope to see you at all of these local events, but regardless, please let
us know your thoughts on this approach.
Some of our members got an early start to the archaeology season with the pedestrian survey at Kittiewan on February
28. Patrick O’Neill led the survey of ASV land to be harvested for the tree crop. Nancy Rubin, Gail Tuley and Lynn
Wilson were busy keeping up with Patrick.
Be sure to check the Plowzone calendar for all the Field Schools and upcoming presentations and activities.
Again, I look forward to another year in the dirt with friends!
- Ken Tuley
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Programs Advance the Chapter’s
Knowledge

In February, Taft Kiser visited to present to the Chapter his knowledge and experience on a subject near and
dear to every Virginia archeologist: pipes.

by Len Blasiol
As Chapter President Ken Tuley notes in his Greeting
column for this month, our speakers and programs are a
key part of our experience. So far, in 2018, the Chapter
has already enjoyed two great programs.
In January, Chapter member Lynn Wilson shared with
us the story of her own historic property in Henrico
County, Indian Springs Farm (44HE1065), complete
with tales of John Smith’s map, Orapax, artifacts, and
Powhatan’s Treasure House.

Taft Kiser discussing the finer points of pipes

Information Age Innovation for ASV and
the COL Howard MacCord Chapter
by Len Blasiol

Lynn, with some of the reference material she has collected to help in researching the history of Indian
Springs Farm

Alexandria Dunford-Huber, Lynn Taylor, Bill Bjork, Joe Corley,
Kelly McCarthy, and Dee Deroche
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On page 8 of this issue, readers will find the recurring
advertisement for the ASV and COL Howard MacCord
Chapter Facebook presence. We have been working to
leverage the benefits of social media, and are making
headway. But, we’re not “there” yet, and some work remains to be done. We are further expanding this environment to include a more secure Facebook environment,
where Chapter members can share their plans to participate in Field Schools and other activities, with visibility
limited to the Chapter’s membership.
In other “information age” news, please remember
that the new ASV web page is online and operating at
https://www.virginiaarcheology.org/. If you have not
checked it out, please do so; it represents a dramatic step
up from its predecessor, in terms of technology, presentation, and functionality.
At some point, likely in the not-too-distant future, we
will have to determine whether to migrate our Chapter’s
web presence from its current platform to the same environment that hosts the ASV site, where it would exist as
a sub-element of that entity.
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COL Howard MacCord Chapter Members
Active in ASV Governance
by Len Blasiol
Volunteer organizations depend on the commitment
of members who donate their time, talent, and energy to
enable the achievement of goals. As a Chapter, we’re
very fortunate to have a great crew of folks who are always ready to step up to the plate and take care of Chapter business. But, in addition to keeping the Chapter
healthy and engaged, we also have a strong presence on
ASV committees and the Board.

Certification Opportunity at Kittiewan
The ASV will sponsor a Field School at Kittiewan,
home of the ASV, from May 15-20, 2018. Dr. Carole
Nash will serve as Principal Investigator. While most
details are still being resolved, we know that the focus
will be a small Native American site that dates to the
Woodland period.
Certification students, especially, will be interested to
learn that this Field School will include not only the customary survey and excavation activities, but also, lab
work, and classes.

On the ASV Board of Directors, we have two COL
Howard MacCord Chapter members. Ken Tuley, as a
Chapter President, holds a seat. Also, Bill Bjork serves as
an elected member of the ASV Board. Note that ASV
Board meetings are open to all members. The next meeting is April 21st, at Kittiewan. See Ken or Bill for details.

Make plans to come out and contribute to Virginia
archeology!

The Kittiewan Committee, responsible for preserving
the ASV’s most important and valued physical resource,
includes three members of the COL Howard MacCord
Chapter. Bill Bjork is the committee chairman. Nancy
Rubin, our Chapter Secretary, also serves on the committee. Both Bill and Nancy, along with other members of
the committee, are frequently seen at Kittiewan, managing the many major and minor projects and activities that
keep the place running, not only as ASV’s headquarters,
but also as an important historic resource. Starting next
month, Bill will step down as committee chair, and COL
Howard MacCord member, Len Blasiol, will take his
place. Bill will remain a member of the committee.

This winter, the Terra-Cotta warriors from China
marched on Richmond, and established their temporary
headquarters at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. The
Plowzone sent an embassy to gauge the might of the army. It was truly an impressive array. Fortunately, their
intentions were strictly friendly: to convey the story of
their discovery, as well as the many remaining mysteries
surrounding their very existence and purpose.

Invasion: Richmond!
By Len Blasiol

Society for American Archaeology
Annual Meeting
The 2018 SAA Annual Meeting will be held at the
Washington Marriott Wardman Park in Washington, DC,
April 11-15.
Information on the meeting, to include registration
details and the program, can be found at:

Editor, Plowzone sidling up to a terra-cotta counterpart

http://www.saa.org/AbouttheSociety/AnnualMeeting/
tabid/138/Default.aspx

We have replaced the entire Plowzone staff with a crew that is a bit
more...predictable

The Plowzone
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VMFA Archaeology Forum

Book Review

by Len Blasiol

Lives in Ruins: Archaeologists and the Seductive
Lure of Human Rubble (HarperCollins, 2014),
by Marilyn Johnson

Along with the visit by the Terra-Cotta Army, the
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts sponsored an
“Archaeology Forum” on Groundhog Day (Coincidence?
The Plowzone thinks not! The day was filled with speakers on a variety of topics, some of which were directly
associated with the Terra-Cotta Army, as well as others
that were on different topics, altogether.
Of course, the Plowzone was on the scene…

Reviewed by: Len Blasiol
The other day, my wife and I were sitting in River
City Diner with a sampling of our grandchildren when
the server took note of the ASV logo on my jumper.
“Archeology! Wow!,” she said. “That’s so cool! My aunt
is an archeologist! She’s in Japan right now, working on
something. It must be fun, traveling to interesting places
and digging up
cool stuff!”
Yes, the general public does
seems to have an
interest—maybe
even a mild fascination—with the
quaint, but “cool”
discipline
in
which we immerse ourselves.
Author Marilyn
Johnson clearly
shares this inquisitiveness,
which drove her
to learn, record,
and share the
story for the benefit of the general
public.

For the portion of the agenda that dealt with the Terra
-Cotta warriors, a series of speakers from China addressed the audience through interpreters. They described
the original discovery of the Qin terra-cotta army by
farmers, who were digging a well, and the subsequent—
and ongoing—excavation, preservation, and study of the
many thousands of figures.
One of the U.S. speakers was Bill Kelso, who provided what Virginia archeologists might characterize as
“Jamestown 101.” But, in the spirit of the event, he managed to curve the Jamestown story around to form a connection to China.

Johnson, chasing the archetypical archeologist of my
server’s imagination, traveled widely in the pursuit of the
story: Europe, the Caribbean, the Mediterranean, all over
the U.S.. She visited archeologists in many categories of
work: academic, commercial/CRM, and government. She
joined them in the field, the lab, the classroom, and the
halls of museums. She audited their courses in universities, excavated at field schools, attended the AIA annual
conference, and joined them at fund-raisers. At every
stop, she recorded her impressions of the craft and its
practitioners.

It was informative and entertaining, at the same time.
A superb example of public archeology at work.

The book is a very smooth read. Johnson’s style is
straightforward and her approach is well-tuned for communicating knowledge of the world of archeology to non
-archeologists. In fact, the work is actually an informal,
non-academic bit of anthropology, and the tribe she is
studying is us. She tells us about the people who populate
the world of archeology: their struggles, their triumphs,
and their passion for the work. And it’s clear that Johnson came to admire and appreciate her subjects.

A highlight of the day: encountering our very own
Lyle Browning, who had turned out for this superb
event!

Robert Burns wrote of the wish for the great gift of
seeing ourselves as others see us. For archeologists, Marilyn Johnson’s work grants that wish. Give it a read.

The Plowzone
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Excavations at the Eyreville Site (44NH0507)

Eastern Shore (Northampton County, Virginia)
April 24 – May 5, 2018

The Eyreville Site (44NH0507), Northampton County, is found on the grounds of a late 17th – 19th century
plantation house. The extensive farm lies eastern shore of the Chesapeake Bay and is easily reached from
Route 13. The site to be tested is to the west of the main house, an 18 th century plantation house. The landowner, during tree stump removal, recovered numerous artifacts dating to the 17 th century which included rose
head nails, bricks, Rhenish stoneware, tin-glazed ware, gin and wine bottle fragments, and numerous pipe
stems. Of note were Dutch yellow bricks and elaborately decorated Dutch pipes in addition to domestic and
English pipes. Documentary research has been completed and points to the earliest occupation as associated
with John Howe in 1636/1637. During the 2017 field school, numerous other features were located including
an 18th century brick foundation, a buried hearth, many oyster shell filled features, a brick walkway, and many
other historic features of note. The excavations this spring will emphasize a view of diachronic change, underscoring changes in both architecture and material culture through time.
Field School
The field school meets requirements for the ASV/DHR/COVA Certification Program for excavation. Several
motels are found in the environs of nearby Exmore. Campgrounds are also available in the vicinity including
Kiptopeke State Park and Cherrystone Campground. Participants are responsible for lodging and meals. Lunch
will not be provided at the site. Portajohns with washstands will be available at the work site. The field school
timing in early spring will avoid the influx of insects and the hot humid weather. Work will begin at 8:30 am
and shut down by 4:30 pm. Excavation may also be prone to the vagaries of the weather. Saturday, April 28,
is set aside for a public open house and Wednesday May 2 for an evening presentation at the UVA Research
Center in Oyster.
The 2018 Field School is sponsored by ASV, DHR, the local Eastern Shore ASV Chapter, Chesapeake Bay
Archaeological Consortium, USDA-Forest Service Passport in Time, and Northampton Historic Preservation
Society.
Application Due Date: April 1, 2018.

The Plowzone
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APPLICATION FOR EASTERN SHORE FIELD SCHOOL 2018

Applicants should be members of the Archeological Society of Virginia and will gain the best experience if
enrolled in or graduated from the Certification Program. Children as young as 12 years of age may participate
if accompanied by a responsible adult, although they must be 16 years of age to enroll in the Certification Program. Deadline for applications is April 1, 2018.
Name of Applicant:

Date(s) of Attendance:

Address:
Email Address:
ASV Chapter Affiliation (if applicable):
Enrolled in Certification Program ____ yes ____ no
Archaeological Experience:

Special Skills:

The Plowzone
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Send Applications to:

Mark Wittkofski, Archaeologist
Virginia Department of Historic Resources
2801 Kensington Ave
Richmond VA 23221
Email: mark.wittkofski@dhr.virginia.gov
Contacts
DHR Archaeologists
Mike Barber, State Archaeologist
WRPO - Department of Historic Resources
962 Kime Lane, Salem, VA 24153
mike.barber@dhr.virginia.gov
Certification Program
Carole Nash, Coordinator
ISAT Department
James Madison University
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
nashcl@jmu.edu

Mike Clem, Tidewater Archaeologist
Department of Historic Resources
2801 Kensington Ave
Richmond VA 23221
mike.clem@dhr.virginia.gov
Bruce Baker, Coordinator
10290 Reed Rock Road
Amelia, VA 23002
bakerbw@tds.net

USDA-Forest Service Archaeologists
Michael J. Madden, Forest Archaeologist
George Washington/Jeff NF
5162 Valleypointe Parkway
Roanoke VA 24019
mjmadden@fs.ed.us

The Plowzone

Rich Guercin, Archaeologist
George Washington/Jeff NF
5162 Valleypointe Parkway
Roanoke VA 24019
rguercin@fs.fed.us
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Monthly Programs
March
15 - meeting program: Lyle Browning, “Falling Creek Ironworks in Chesterfield”

April
14 - Falling Creek Ironworks Tour – details from Lyle March 15
21 - ASV Board meeting in Kittiewan. Any ASV member can attend.
26 - Ft A.P. Hill Earth Day. The COL Howard MacCord Chapter will support the VDHR Booth
24 - (through May 5) - Eyreville/Eastern Shore Field School (see pages 3-5)
28 - Public Archeology Day (“open house”) at Eyreville Site

May
2 - Evening presentation on archeology at Anheuser-Busch Coastal Research Center of UVA, in Oyster
15 - 20 Kittiewan Field School
19 - Chapter meeting will be held at Kittiewan Field School (Note: there will be no Chapter meeting on May 17)

June
21 - Dr. Chris Stevenson from VCU, “Easter Island Caves”

October
12 -14 at Winchester. Caution: Hotel may not be large enough, so register early

If you have an idea or proposal for a monthly program or other activity, please be prepared
to discuss it at the next chapter meeting, or contact Chapter President Ken Tuley.
Join ASV on Facebook
Like and Follow the COL Howard MacCord Chapter
Facebook Page. It will contain notices of Chapter
activities, news, and a place where we can share photos, information, and more. Check it out. Search Facebook for “COL Howard MacCord Chapter, Archeological Society of Virginia”
The ASV Facebook page posts a wide variety of archeology-related general interest items. There are
stories from all over the world. “Like” and “Follow”
the page to get a regular “feed” of these educational
stories.

The DHR-COVA-ASV Certification Facebook page
posts alerts of projects and activities that can be used
for certification credit. “Like” and “Follow” the page
to receive alerts regarding these opportunities.
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