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of the Archeological Society of Virginia
From the President
COL Howard MacCord Chapter Report
The COL Howard MacCord chapter has monthly activities, including meetings, field trips, or other gatherings
(outreach, dinners, ASV meetings, etc.) The monthly meetings are held on the third Thursday at the Department of
Historic Resources on Kensington Ave. in Richmond.
The February chapter meeting featured Taft Kiser, professional archaeologist and chapter member. The presentation
“Search for an Aphid – Clay Stem American Made Pipes of the 17th Century,” explained the origins of local clay pipes
and their designs, and Taft’s adventures in pipe discoveries.
For the March chapter meeting, Lyle Browning, local archaeologist, presented “Falling Creek Ironworks, the New
World’s First Blast Furnace – The Beginnings of US Heavy Industry.” This unique historical and archaeological feature is local to the Richmond area in Chesterfield County, 44CF0007. The site is on the National Register of Historic
Places (95000242) and the Virginia Landmarks Register (020-0063) and has been investigated several times. The ironworks were originally constructed in 1620 – 1622, but production was halted by the Powhatan/English conflict of
1622, when twenty-seven persons were slain, and the facility destroyed by the Native Americans. Although the iron
production was ceased, Falling Creek Ironworks is prominently noted in texts on the American iron industry. As the
April chapter activity, chapter members met with Lyle at the Chesterfield County Falling Creek Ironworks Park for a
tour, during the April 14th Falling Creek Festival. The group viewed timbers from the original ironworks as well as the
essential water cataract elevation drop needed to power the blast furnace bellows.
Each April the chapter supports the Virginia Department of Historic Resources booth at the Fort A.P. Hill Earth Day,
attended by 1,700 – 1,800 local middle students. The April 26 booth included static displays as well as hands-on items
including 3-D artifact representations, a mano & metate, an atlatl and cordage.
The May gathering was held at Kittiewan during the Kittiewan Field School; the chapter hosted a cookout on Saturday,
May 19 for the certification students, Kittiewan staff, and chapter members. Carole Nash treated the chapter to a tour
of the Field School excavation and an appraisal of artifacts and archaeological findings under development. We were
also able to examine the artifacts and wet screening setup. It was wonderful to network with other chapters and new
certification students while learning of the exciting finds at Kittiewan.
- Ken Tuley
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The Chapter at Earth Day

Every April, the Chapter joins with
VDHR to bring archeology to the People at the Fort A. P. Hill Earth Day
event.

We provide an informative and interactive experience for middle school students from around the region. They
grind some corn, make some cordage,
and learn about some prehistoric and
historic artifacts.

Who knows? Maybe a few years from
now, one of these youngsters might just
be pursuing an education as an archeologist!
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ASV Annual Meeting 2018
The 2018 ASV Annual Conference announcement is on
the ASV website, at https://
www.virginiaarcheology.org/2018-asv-annual-meeting/.
The conference will be held October 12 - 14 at the
Hampton Inn Winchester/North. You can now register
your rooms at the Winchester/North Hampton Inn website, at http://hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/virginia/
hampton-inn-winchester-n-conference-centerWNCHHHX/index.html.
Mention ASV for the Group Code and you will receive
the special $92/night plus tax group rate.

COL Howard MacCord Chapter Learns
About the Easter Island Caves
By Len Blasiol
For the June Chapter meeting, Dr. Chris Stevenson of
VCU shared with Chapter members the current state of
his work studying caves on Easter Island. It was an intriguing topic, expertly presented by Dr. Stevenson. After
describing the caves themselves, he proffered several
hypotheses regarding their possible use. Refuge during
crises? Shelter? A ceremonial purpose, such as might be
associated with the Birdman Cult?
The
presentation
was compelling and the
conversation stimulating. Several of the
Chapter’s
members
offered their own hypotheses, as well as
recommendations for
further study.

As noted on the ASV announcement, please register for
your hotel rooms for the Annual Meeting by the cut-off
date of September 18, 2018 – not only to secure the Annual Meeting rate, but to also secure a room. Fall is a
busy tourism season in the Shenandoah Valley, and we
have no guarantee of rooms after the cut-off. The hotel
as a limited number of rooms, and overflow will be a the
Hilton Garden Inn Winchester.

A Message from the Editor
The Plowzone needs your help! We need content...from YOU, the readers. Input has been thin these
past few months, resulting in a slow-down in publication.
We want to pick up the pace again, but to do that, we ask
that you consider contributing.
We have very few editorial guidelines, and just about
anything related to archeology will do. The only hardand-fast restrictions are:
•

We can only use original material.

•

We can’t publish material related to work that does
not conform to the ASV Code of Ethics.

Here are some features we would like to implement in
future issues:
•

Book reviews. Archeology is an intellectual pursuit,
and there’s a wealth of published material available
to advance our knowledge. If you’d like to share
your opinion of something you read, as a way of
helping your fellow archeologists, pen a couple of
hundred words about it, and send it in.

•

Interviews. We’ll conduct “virtual interviews,” via e
-mail, with Chapter members and others in the ASV,
as a way of getting to know one another. These will
take the form of “20 questions for an archeologist.”
The editorial staff will be contacting Chapter members to participate. Help us out!

•

Your stories! Our members participate in field and
lab work regularly. Please share what you’ve
learned!

“They were root cellars, I tell you!”
Our thanks go out to Dr. Stevenson for helping to advance our knowledge, as well as for the opportunity for
Chapter members to share their own ideas concerning a
significant project.
Of course, there are other theories concerning the
Easter Islands that we did not have a chance to discuss...

We’re open to any ideas you might have...and we need
your help! Please write!
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Digging Wayne’s World: Excavation at
44CC0404-10
By Len Blasiol
This year, the ASV offered two Field Schools: one on
the Eastern Shore, at Eyreville (site of the 2016 and 2017
Field Schools) and another at Kittiewan, the headquarters
of the ASV. Previous survey had revealed the presence
of a possible prehistoric site along Kittiewan Creek, so
the planned excavation focused on this location.

Commencing on May 15th, working under the direction of ASV President Dr. Carole Nash, we opened a row
of ten 2.5 foot square units, in two staggered rows, hard
by the creek. Early in the project, Carole polled the crew
for a site name...and “Wayne’s World” was born, named
in honr of Wayne Edwards, of the Kittiewan
Committee.
We had a good mixture of experienced avocational
archeologists
and folks who are new
to the field, just getting
their feet wet. And get
wet we did! The weather
did not cooperate, bringing storms for part of almost every day of the school. In
spite of this, we managed
to make excellent progress,
recovering artifacts that
proved the hypothesis that
there was some form of
prehistoric occupation on
the site.

When the weather was clear at
lunch time, the crew took advantage of the natural beauty of the
surroundings to enjoy a few moments of relaxation along the
creek.
And when the weather was too
foul for effective field work,
Carole was prepared with alternative activities that kept the crew
productive, learning, and contrib-

uting. First, we had
certification classes.
Many participants
were
certification
students, some new
to the program, so
the opportunity to
learn more about
why we were in the
field was appreciated by all.

In addition to the classes, we performed lab work.
Part of the crew processed artifacts from
Wayne’s World. This
was a great way for
certification students
to learn lab processes,
and also to have an
opportunity to see and
learn about artifacts
that had been recovered from units other
than their own.
Additionally, we had a team
working on material from the
Great Neck site, recovered in
2016. Making use of a flotation
rig assembled by Mike Madden,
we managed to complete flotation of the entire collection of
soil. This was a significant contribution to moving forward the
analysis of the Great Neck site.
The work at Wayne’s World is not complete. There
will be two more “mini-Field Schools” over the summer
to carry on the work begun in May. Stay tuned!

We even had some interest from the current occupants of the site, one of
whom turned up to observe
the screening. Speculating
that she was perhaps laying
eggs in our spoil heap, we
took pains to ensure that no
harm became her or her clutch.
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Happenings…
June 27: Historic Triangle ASV chapter meeting in Williamsburg, featuring Dr. Randy Turner,
on Werowocomoco
July 6 – 8: Kittiewan Mini Archaeological Field School
July 19: ASV Chapter Meeting. Program To Be Announced.
July 21: ASV Board meeting at Virginia Museum of Natural History in Martinsville. Any
ASV member can attend.
August 3 – 5: Kittiewan Mini Archaeological Field School
October 12—15: ASV Annual Meeting, in Winchester
If you have an idea or proposal for a monthly program or other activity, please be prepared
to discuss it at the next chapter meeting, or contact Chapter President Ken Tuley.
Join ASV on Facebook

We now have a COL Howard MacCord Chapter Facebook Page. It will contain notices of Chapter activities, news, and a place where we can share photos,
information, and more. Check it out. Search Facebook for “COL Howard MacCord Chapter, Archeological Society of Virginia”

The ASV Facebook page posts a wide variety of archeology-related general interest items. There are
stories from all over the world. “Like” and “Follow”
the page to get a regular “feed” of these educational
stories.

The DHR-COVA-ASV Certification Facebook page
posts alerts of projects and activities that can be used
for certification credit. “Like” and “Follow” the page
to receive alerts regarding these opportunities.
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