July 2017
Newsletter of the COL Howard MacCord Chapter
of the Archeological Society of Virginia
From the President
Greetings, archeologists! I hope this finds everyone well and enjoying the summer. In this month’s
edition of the Plowzone, we have a report on the recent ASV Board Meeting (see pages 2-3). There
are some changes coming up for us in the near future, such as the new website and the new Code of
Ethics and Standards of Performance. The latter will be the topic of a general membership vote at the
upcoming ASV Annual Meeting.
As far as Chapter business, I have flour requests:
•

The Editor of the Plowzone has asked that I solicit the membership for material for publication.
We need some material! If you’re sitting on a story or have some information to share, please take
a few moments to pass it along.

•

Membership. If you have not done so already, please catch up on your 2017 dues, both to ASV
and to the Chapter. The forms are available on pages 7 and 8.

•

Ideas for monthly programs. We are in need of some presentations for the next few months (see
page 9). If you have some suggestions, please let me know.

•

Finally, it’s time to elect new officers. We have been very fortunate to have maintained a full slate
of officers, and in the interest of continued Chapter health, it’s important that we continue to do
so. In August, we’ll discuss this at the monthly Chapter meeting, so please consider serving.
- Len Blasiol
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Report from the ASV Board Meeting
By Len Blasiol

The ASV Board met on Saturday, July 15, 2017, at
the Virginia Museum of Natural History, in Martinsville.
It was a great venue: a much larger museum than I expected to find in a small town. It is quite a large structure, very modern, with beautiful displays. It includes a
gift shop that stocks some ASV publications and doubles
as a snack bar. In fact, we had lunch there; very nicely
done.
Upon establishing a quorum and calling the meeting
to order, ASV President Carole Nash noted that some
Chapters are not being regularly represented at Board
meetings. I will note for our readers that the COL Howard MacCord Chapter has, in fact, been regularly represented at these meetings. This is one of the benefits of
maintaining a full slate of officers: when the President
can’t attend, we have plenty of back-up.
Financial Reports
At the end of the 2nd Quarter, the ASV annual budget
execution was $3203.69 “in the red,” with the budget
calling for expenses of $12,552 and actual expenses
reaching $15,099. This was caused by some costs incurred in 2016 being actually expensed in 2017. Overall
the ASV is in very sound financial condition, with
$377,914.76 in our coffers. That said, Dr. Nash noted
that some of these funds are held in protected accounts,
earmarked for specific purposes., or invested in CDs
Thus, our financial flexibility is somewhat constrained, at
least insofar as expenditures on newly emergent items is
concerned.
Research Committee
The Committee seeking a new Chair. If you’re interested, please contact Dr. Nash.
Banshee Reeks Capter submitted a request for research design approval for testing at two sites. The
Northern Virginia Chapter is developing an application
for testing at Chapmans Mill and recover at Smith Mountain Lake.
No Chapter Assistance Committee Program requests
have been submitted during the last quarter.

Kittiewan Committee
Maintenance on the Visitor Center and Manor House
include HVAC work and humidity studies.
The Committee shifted the revenue generation strategy from charging a $7/person admission fee to suggesting a $5 donation. This has proven highly successful,
resulting in higher levels of income than previously.
The accounts for Kittiewan are healthy, as well. 2017
budget execution, to date, is “in the black,” by $8,060,
with income from rent, Hunt Club, farm lease, and donations bringing in $23,663, while operating expenses were
$15,602. The balance of funds on account for Kittiewan
is $512,184.
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There is a tree-thinning project planned for 2018. Archeology will be required, and planning should begin
soon.
Highlight of the Kittiewan Report! Falling tree
limbs have been a bit of a problem. At lone point, a volunteer who didn’t get away in time wound up stranded
overnight at Kittiewan. Rumor has it that she is a COL
Howard MacCord Chapter member. Hmmm….wonder
who THAT could be? Personally, I can think of plenty of
worse places to be stranded. Just image spending the
whole night in that library!
Development Committee
This committee report led to discussion about fundraising. The Board concluded that the ASV needs education regarding fund-raising. There might be a workshop
on fund-raising organized for the upcoming Annual
Meeting, in October.
Outreach Committee
Articles are needed for the QB! Deadline for the September issue is August 1.
Two new ASV publications are in the works. One is a
volume on prehistoric archeology. The other is on the
Henrico Parish glebe.
David Rotenizer, who manages the ASV Facebook
page (not to be confused with the COVA-ASV-VDHR
Certification page) reported great results from our outreach on Facebook. The number of people “following”
the page is rising steadily. Further, over the last week, the
page had attained a total “reach” of 99,349 news feeds
and posts...an increase of 2,349%.
After speaking with David separately, I concluded
that the COL Howard MacCord Chapter would benefit
from having a Facebook page. Keep your eyes peeled...
Education Committee
As of July 9, 2017, the Certification Program has 133
students enrolled. We have added four students since the
last report in late April 2017. We have compared our
rolls with those of Patrick O’Neill, ASV Membership
Secretary, to confirm that Certification Students are
maintaining their membership (a requirement) and have
found that there are discrepancies between lists. We are
working to reconcile this and expect that the overall
number of enrolled students is fewer than 133.
We received a donation from Dr. C. G. Holland’s
family of correspondence and related materials from the
late 1940s through early 1950s as well as early 1960s,
years that Dr. Holland served as editor of the ASV’s
Quarterly Bulletin. Included in the donation are an announcement to the membership of the 1949 annual meeting (one of the first we have for the ASV), letters to and
from Senator Harry Byrd during the early 1950s on Virginia archaeology, and from the early 1960s correspondence on the founding of the Chesopien Archaeological
Association.
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A complete inventory of this important collection will be
compiled over the summer.
Membership Report
While membership is healthy, Dr. Nash noted that
there are members who have not renewed for 2017. She
asked that we continue to emphasize the need to attend to
this. See my comment on page 1.
VDHR Report
State Archeologist and SHPO Mike Barber announced
that VDHR will sponsor a return to Eyreville in the fall,
for the purpose of expanding on the work done there during the ASV Annual Field School, in May. This will be
limited to certification graduates, as the work will require
a higher level of expertise.

ASV Code of Ethics, Standards of Performance, amd
Procedures Governing Compliance with the Aforementioned
This is an issue that has been the subject of discussion
Since the January Board Meeting. It is, essentially, an
updated Code of Ethics that clarifies some areas and adds
specific language regarding the application of the code of
ethics to our work as a Society.
The main points of discussion were as follows:
•

The nature of professional oversight required when
avocational archeologists engage in projects. There
are two aspects to this discussion. First, what qualifications are required of a “professional,” so as to
qualify him or her to provide “oversight” to an avocational archeolgist? The current thinking is that we
will use the Secretary of the Interior’s “Standards
and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation.”

•

The extent to which we should develop formal procedures for reporting violations and acting upon such
reports. While no decision was reached on this, the
general opinion, seemingly shared by all present, was
that extensive and detailed formal procedures might
not be necessary. A much simpler approach might
suffice.

New Website Update
The new site is nearing completion. The first priority
is to get the ASV Annual Meeting registration functioning.
Photos are needed. If you have some to share—across the
entire history of the ASV—you can either send them to
Elizabeth Moore at:
Elizabeth.Moore@vmnh.virginia.gov
Chapters will have their own page on the new site.
The Board discussed a new page for Kittiewan, as the
current Kittiewan site is broken.
Books and Merchandise Sales
For sales on the new website, it will be difficult to
provide the 20% member’s discount. The Board discussed whether to discontinue the practice of offering this
discount to simplify web-based sales. It turned out that
almost no one was aware of the existence of this discount; it isn’t even offered in the Book Room at the Annual Meeting. The Board voted to discontinue it.
A new T-shirt is being designed that will contain the
names of sites where ASV has worked, over the length of
its history. Please forward to me a list of the sites where
you’ve worked. I’ll reconcile duplications, consolidate
the list, and forward it.
Funding Request
Mike Barber requested that the ASV fund Hatch Site
collection research. One student was focusing on the collection, but the external funding for that work was discontinued, and the student moved to another project. Rather than see the Hatch Site collection languish with being studied, Mike requested that ASV fund research.
The Board voted to fund $4,581.90 (this seemingly
odd amount of money is the amount in the Shafer Fund in
excess of $20,000. That is, this allocation will draw down
the Shafer Fund to an even $20,000.
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The Board decided that the only document that will be
ready for presentation to the membership at the General
Meeting in October will be the revised Code of Ethics.
There was discussion as to whether we should require
members to sign the new code; no decision was reached
on that point.
Let me offer a few words regarding the impact of this
new code of ethics. At present, it’s clear that certification
students are subject to such a code, but it is not as clear
that other ASV members are subject to it. This cries out
for clarification, and the proposed approach will accomplish that.
If ASV members who are part of the avocational side
of the archeology community wish to engage in projects,
they will be subject to certain requirements, in order to
obtain the approval of the ASV. Essentially, they will be
required to produce a research proposal, to submit that
proposal to the Research Committee, and carry out the
work in accordance with the direction of the Committee
and the stipulations of the approved proposal.
I asked whether the presence of a professional archeologist during field work would be required. The answer:
“No.” However, Dr. Nash did add a qualification that for
some projects, there might be a requirement for a professional to be present some percentage of the time. I gathered, however, that it would be unlikely for an avocational archeologist to be performing this type of project.
Please remain mindful of our responsibility as archeologists to observe the standards that govern our discipline.
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Announcing Plans for the ASV 2017 Annual Meeting
By Len Blasiol
The ASV 2017 Annual Meeting Will be held at the Natural Bridge Historic Hotel and Conference Center, 15 Appledore Lane, Natural Bridge, VA, October 26-29. This venue has a superb reputation and the crew that visited to make the
plans had a lot of great things to say about it.
Conference check-in will begin on Thursday, October 26. At present, that is planned for the evening, but the Board
discussed the possibility of conducting some sessions on Thursday, such as the proposed workshop on fund-raising mentioned in the article on the recent Board Meeting (see pages 1-2).
There will be a field trip on Saturday, as is customary. This year, the trip will be to the Monocan Indian Living History Exhibit. It will include a pottery workshop. There will be a limit of 60 people for this trip. Additionally, Natural
Bridge itself is on the property, and Safari Park is nearby. Unfortunately, Foamhenge was actually “evicted” and relocated to Norther Virginia, as it sat on property that will become Natural Bridge State Park. Still, there’s plenty to see and
do.

The mail-in registration form is on page 5. Two comments about that:
•

In a previously published version of the form, the student sponsorship cost is listed as $55 in one place on the form
and $75 in another place. The correct student sponsorship cost is $55, as shown in the version on page 5.

•

Some people have already mailed in a form to Treasurer Carl Fischer. In a few cases, they listed their first name in
the box labeled “Name to Appear on Badge,” but they didn’t include their full name elsewhere on the form. If any
readers know anyone who did that, please have them contact Carl to straighten it out. I mean, you know...if a friend
of yours did it.

Finally, for anyone who would like to represent the COL Howard MacCord Chapter as a presenter, the Call for Papers is available at page 6. Please note that the deadline for submissions is August 15, 2017.
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2017 CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP FORM
The COL Howard MacCord Chapter of the Archeological Society of Virginia,
holds monthly meetings in Richmond, Virginia usually with a speaker who discusses
recent archeological findings or related topics. Chapter members are invited to participate in ASV sanctioned surveys and excavations.
Active Member dues are $20.00; Senior (65 and older) Member dues are $12.00.
Another adult in the household of an Active or Senior member may become a member
for an additional dollar. Full-time Student Member dues are $10.00. All dues are
payable at the beginning of the calendar year.
Chapter members MUST also be members of the Archeological Society of Virginia.

2017 Chapter Dues ___________ Active
Family Member(s) ____________
TOTAL:

Senior

Student

$___________

Name: ________________________________________
Phone: _____________
E-mail: ________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
City: _______________________________State: ______ Zip: ________

Make checks payable to CHMC-ASV and remit, along with this application, to
Treasurer
Lynn Taylor
9603 Meredith Woods Ct.
Glen Allen, VA 23060
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Monthly Programs
July
Ken and Gail Tuley will report on their recent adventure in the southwest.

August
We are awaiting a response from an invitee...

September
????

October
ASV Annual Meeting at Natural Bridge

November
????

December
Colonel Howard MacCord Chapter Annual Holiday Feast

If you have an idea or proposal for a monthly program or other activity, please be prepared
to discuss it at the next chapter meeting, or contact Chapter President Len Blasiol.
Join ASV on Facebook
The ASV Facebook page posts a wide
variety of archeology-related general
interest items. There are stories from all
over the world. “Like” and “Follow” the
page to get a regular “feed” of these
educational stories.

The DHR-COVA-ASV Certification
Facebook page posts alerts of projects
and activities that can be used for certification credit. “Like” and “Follow” the
page to receive alerts regarding these
opportunities.
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