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of the Archeological Society of Virginia
From the President
Greetings, archeologists!
At long—and I emphasize LONG—last, another issue of the venerable Plowzone has finally been published.
In this issue, you will find some news on the Society, including the upcoming Annual Meeting and the extraordinarily fine new website. And there’s some news of our Chapter, as well.
In the latter category, I call your attention to two items. First, on page two, the Plowzone’s roving reporter has
recounted the presentation given to us by Chris Egghart, regarding projectile point identification. This was a truly
outstanding experience for all concerned. Many thanks to Chris for providing us this great opportunity.
Second, please take note that our bi-annual elections are impending. On page 3, you will find an official notice
of this important milestone. I urge all hands to turn out for Election Day, November 16th. The Plowzone’s reporting staff will provide live coverage of election results.
Finally, speaking of the Plowzone, the editor has once again prevailed upon me to urge members to provide
contributions for publication. For those attending the Annual Meeting, I urge you to take plenty of photographs
that we can use to help tell the story of that event. And if anyone should feel inclined to write a report, that would
be most welcomed!
- Len Blasiol
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The Chapter Studies Projectile Point
Identification
by Len Blasiol
At the COL Howard MacCord Chapter meeting on
August 17th,, Chris Egghart provided “An Introduction
to the Lithic Educational Materials of the Ogle Collection.” It was a combination of presentation, discussion,
and hands-on practice. Until Chris’ visit, I wasn’t aware
that the Ogle Collection materials had been organized as
a learning tool for teaching projectile point identification.
It is indeed a fantastic resource, and Chris used it to great
effect.

The Educational Materials of the Ogle Collection, in the VDHR
Lab

Chris discussed the various features of projectile point
design, to help us understand how to make distinctions
among types. Then, he set up an exercise in which we
tested our understanding to match actual points with their
types. It was a great way to learn how to focus on the
various elements that distinguish one type from another.

Chris holds forth, as Lynn Taylor takes it all in

The session was a great learning experience for all.
Thanks to Chris for sharing his wisdom and his energy...and especially for introducing us to this outstanding
teaching and learning opportunity.

Test yourself: match the point to the type name

The Plowzone
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Annual Meeting Coming Soon
By Len Blasiol

The 2017 ASV Annual Meeting is right around the
corner. It will be held at the Natural Bridge Historic Hotel and Conference Center. Take a look at the program,
here. Looks like this will be a real “program for the ages.” The biggest challenge will be deciding which of the
presentations to experience.

COL Howard MacCord Chapter Election of
Officers
By Len Blasiol

In accordance with our governing document, it is time
for us to elect officers for the 2018-2020 term. To that
end, I appointed a Nominating Committee, composed of
Bill Bjork (Chairperson) and Dee De Roche (Member-atLarge).
At the September chapter meeting, I will ask the
Committee to report to the membership regarding the
ballot of candidates they have developed. At that time,
we will take any additional nominations from the floor,
before finalizing the ballot. Once the ballot is finalized,
we will publish it in the October edition of the Plowzone.

We will hold the election in November.

On Saturday afternoon, there will be a field trip to the
Monacan Indian Living History Exhibit and Potterymaking Workshop. Exhibit Director Victoria Ferguson
will guide the tour and will demonstrate Monocan pottery production techniques and show some finished products.
The Banquet speaker will be Darla Spencer MA, RPA
(West Virginia University), on “The Fort Ancient Culture in West Virginia.” Ms. Spencer is the author of Early Native Americans in West Virginia: The Fort Ancient
Culture (History Press, 2016) and is an officer of our
neighbor organization, the West Virginia Archaeological
Society and a member of the Board of Directors of the
Council for West Virginia Archaeology.

In December, at the annual Holiday Feast, the new
officers will be invested in a (hopefully) peaceful transition of authority, duly recognized through the formal
passing of the official COL Howard MacCord Chapter
regalia, symbolizing valor, wisdom, and benevolence.

For Certification Program students, there will be some
classes on Sunday morning. Topics to be announced later. This is always a great way to advance your progress
toward the goal of certification.

The Plowzone
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ASV Launches New Website!
By Len Blasiol
After much anticipation, the new ASV website has been launched. It’s a big step up from the previous version: improved functionality and a dramatic change in “eye-appeal.” Add it to your home page set-up!
https://www.virginiaarcheology.org/
While it is possible that our Chapter web presence will migrate to this new site, as well, we’ll find out more about
that in time. Stay tuned!
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Monthly Programs
September
On September 21st, Lisa Jordan will address the Chapter on the Maritime Heritage Chapter of the ASV, to include the
training involved and future plans.

October
ASV Annual Meeting at Natural Bridge

November
On November 16th, our favorite experimental archeologist, Keith Copi, will show us his latest work. Keith has undertaken a study of debitage to help understand flaked stone tool technologies. He has reproduced a knapper's scrap pile,
including all of the flakes, rejected bifaces, and partially worked and/or broken pieces. He will compare them to what
was actually made from that process. We’’ll pick through it, then compare interpretation with reality.

December
Colonel Howard MacCord Chapter Annual Holiday Feast

January
On January 18th, our own Lynn Wilson will share her experiences with a national register eligible prehistoric site on
her property.

If you have an idea or proposal for a monthly program or other activity, please be prepared
to discuss it at the next chapter meeting, or contact Chapter President Len Blasiol.

Join ASV on Facebook

We now have a COL Howard MacCord Chapter Facebook Page. It will contain notices of Chapter activities, news, and a place where we can share photos,
information, and more. Check it out. Search Facebook for “COL Howard MacCord Chapter, Archeological Society of Virginia”
The ASV Facebook page posts a wide variety of archeology-related general interest items. There are
stories from all over the world. “Like” and “Follow”
the page to get a regular “feed” of these educational
stories.

The DHR-COVA-ASV Certification Facebook page
posts alerts of projects and activities that can be used
for certification credit. “Like” and “Follow” the page
to receive alerts regarding these opportunities.

The Plowzone

August-September 2017

Page 5

